a science adventure, 16-20 april 2007, melbourne australia

Building science journalism in X [add your country here] and across the world

Dear X, 

I’m writing to seek your advice regarding the World Conference of Science Journalists to be held in Melbourne next April. 

I believe that it is an important gathering and one at which our country should be represented. It’s a unique gathering of journalists from across the world. It comes at a time when good science reporting is becoming increasingly important. 

More and more, our lives are affected by science and technology: we need to make decisions about vaccines and medicines, think about climate change, consider our impact on the environment, and deal with the impact of new technologies.  

The community needs well informed science journalists who can report accurately and impartially on the impact of science on society in X and across the world. 
Next year four hundred international science journalists and writers will be meeting at the World Conference of Science Journalists in Melbourne, Australia. 

The conference will include representatives of the BBC, Asahi Shimbun, Science, the Economist, the Financial Times, and many journalists from developing and emerging countries. 

High on the agenda is building international networks so that we can share ideas, contacts and experiences across the world. This will improve our ability to report on emerging issues like bird flu and other diseases, and on new discoveries around the world. 
There will also be many opportunities for journalists to discover what’s happening in Australian science. 

I am working to secure support for a small delegation of X writers to attend the conference. 

I am writing to seek your advice on ways that I could get support to attend this important conference either from your organisation.
[I am an experienced science journalist … ]
[List experience…]
[List involvement in journalism organisations…]
The organisers have also asked me to participate in discussions about science journalisms in developing and emerging countries. 
When I return to X  I will report to my colleagues on the experience and lessons from the conference. 
I also anticipate I will bring back many stories from Australia. I have attached some background information about the conference. 

Kind regards, 
